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Even more than 20 years after turning away from 

socialism, Eastern European and Central Asian 

states are still characterized by the regime 

change in the fields of work, politics, and culture. 

What are the effects and implications that this 

change has produced for gender relations in post-

socialist countries? And what does this mean for 

the situation of women and men living there to-

day? 

 

In this context gender relations are especially interest-

ing since gender equality was perceived as a political 

goal and, moreover, a given reality in socialism. The articles in this volume show the changes as well as the 

stability of gender relations and power structures during the transformation process and in post-socialist times. 

They shed light on topics such as labour market policies, fertility, political representation of women or male 

artists concerned with gender issues covering the geographical space from Hungary and Poland over Bulgaria 

and Romania to Ukraine and Uzbekistan. Beyond that, some of the descriptions and analyses challenge un-

derstood certainties about how to create gender equality and about the women and men living in post-soviet 

regions today. 
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