
ANTICORRP – 
Europe corrupted?

Corruption has an impact. It is about time that 
anticorruption starts having an impact, too. 

This is the first annual policy report of the 
European Seventh Framework Research Project 
ANTICORRP, which has started in 2012 and will 
continue until 2018. Based on the work of 21 
different research centers and universities
gathering original data, ANTICORRP offers yearly 
updates on the latest from corruption research, 
analyzing both the consequences of corruption 
and the impact of policies attempting to curb it.

This first report offers a methodology to evaluate 
corruption risk and quality of government at 
country, region and sector level by means of cor-
ruption indicators that are sensitive to change 
and policy intervention. The aim of the project 
is to offer testable, easy to handle policies which 
reduce corruption risk.

Corruption distorts market competition, bolsters 
deficits on behalf of discretionary spending, 
hurts real investment in public health and 
education, reduces tax collection, detriments 
the absorption rate of EU funds, and generates 
vulnerable employment and brain drain. This 
study estimates that if EU member states would 
all manage to control corruption at the Danish 
level, tax collection in Europe would increase 
by 323 billion Euro per year – double of the EU 
budget for 2013.
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