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This short introduction to the United Nations analyzes 
the organization as it is today, and how it can be trans-
formed to respond to its critics. Combining essential 
information about its history and workings with 
practical proposals of how it can be strengthened, 
Trent and Schnurr examine what needs to be done, 
and also how we can actually move toward the requi-
red reforms. This book is written for a new generation 
of change-makers — a generation seeking better in-
stitutions that reflect the realities of the 21st century 
and that can act collectively in the interest of all.
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This short introduction to the United Nations analyzes the organization as it 
is today, and how it can be transformed to respond to its critics. Combining 
essential information about its history and workings with practical proposals 
of how it can be strengthened, Trent and Schnurr examine what needs to be 
done, and also how we can actually move toward the required reforms. This 
book is written for a new generation of change-makers — a generation seeking 
better institutions that reflect the realities of the 21st century and that can act 
collectively in the interest of all.

“A wonderful short book for non-specialists doing research on the UN. Clear 
disposition and enlightening questions lead from mere description of the 
institutions to important proposals for innovations. At the end of the book the 
nine popular proposals to transform the UN and the four steps for how we can 
help to bring about workable global institutions are unique in their originality.“
Klaus von Beyme, Emeritus Professor of Political Science, University of 
Heidelberg. Past-president, International Political Science Association

“A concise, crystal clear, superbly informed explanation of how the United 
Nations works — and why it matters.”
Michael Byers, Canada Research Chair in Global Politics and International Law, 
University of British Columbia
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