
Since the 1990s, the emerging field of child-

hood studies has been catalyst for empirical re-

search, for policy analysis, and for the develop-

ment of professional practice. Which concepts 

and theories are the most helpful in analyzing 

phenomena relevant to children’s lives? The 

book reflects on this debate and discusses cur-

rent challenges of major disciplines within the 

social studies of childhood.

The contributions approach the question of how 

childhood studies needs to, and might, develop 

in the future by focusing on: 

• the social and cultural character of childhood 

in relation to the generational order – change or 

continuity? 

• the social construction of childhood and 

children`s agency – critical challenges or cri-

tiques? 
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• the role of new technologies in the cultural and 

social construction of childhood – revolution or 

intensification? 

• interdisciplinarity – new knowledge or just 

more knowledge? 

• synthesing social theory, social policy and 

empirical findings of social science research – 

conformism or expansion? 

• Participation and children’s rights – technolo-

gies of the self or routes to (roots of ) politiciza-

tion?
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