
International Organizations (IOs) were desi-
gned to provide global public goods, among 
which security for all, trade for the richest, and 
development for the poorest. Their very exis-
tence is now a promise of success for the coope-
rative turn in international relations. Although 
the IO network was once created by established 
powers, rising states can hardly resist the massi-
ve production of norms that their governments 
can be reluctant to respect without being able 
to discard them. IOs are omnipresent, and exert 
great influence on the world as we know it. 
However, rulers and ruled are hardly aware of 
such compelling and snowballing processes. 
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Yves Schemeil uses his in-depth knowledge of 
IOs to analyze their current impact on interna-
tional relations, on world politics, and their po-
tential of shaping the global future.
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